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of labeling. In recognition of this fact, 

the labeling provision included in Sen-

ator HARKIN’s farm bill provides the 

flexibility to label items by any visible 

and practical means. 
That said, I understand retailers 

would prefer to receive their produce 

shipments with country-of-origin la-

bels already affixed to each piece of 

produce. To some degree, growers and 

packers are already labeling their 

products, and retails are not required 

to provide further information if this 

in the case. 
Regarding those products that do not 

arrive at the grocery store already la-

beled, I encourage growers and shippers 

to continue to do this and to work with 

retailers to find the most efficient 

methods to provide accurate country- 

of-origin information and labeling. 
I agree with the Senator from South 

Dakota that we should continue discus-

sion with the industries impacted by 

this amendment, and I look forward to 

helping everyone identify the best 

methods to implement labeling legisla-

tion and ensure that consumers have 

ready access to country-of-origin infor-

mation.
Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 

rise today, along with my distin-

guished colleagues Senator MURRAY

from Washington State and Senator 

INOUYE from Hawaii in support of two 

amendments to the Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Rural Enhancement Act 

of 2001 to promote cooperation between 

Indian tribes and the United States 

Forest Service in the management of 

forest lands. 
This legislation would amend the Co-

operative Forestry Assistance Act of 

1978 to establish an Office of Tribal Re-

lations and other cooperative programs 

within the Forest Service to better 

provide for the joint efforts of the For-

est Service and Indian tribes. If the 

purpose of the Cooperative Forestry 

Assistance Act is to improve the man-

agement, resource production, and en-

vironmental protection of nonfederal 

forest lands, then the 17 million acres 

of land held by Indian tribes and indi-

vidual Indians should be included as a 

component of this law to facilitate co-

operative management of our forests. 
Tribes have a significant role to play 

towards our national goal of ensuring 

that forests are managed as both sus-

tainable resources and enduring habi-

tats. Again, tribes or tribal members 

are responsible for the management of 

approximately 17 million acres of for-

est land, which is eligible for about 750 

million board feet of sustainable an-

nual harvest. Much of this land shares 

borders with Forest Service land, and 

tribes also possess treaty rights within 

Forest Service land. The Forest Serv-

ice and tribes are linked not only by 

common interest but also by a very 

practical need to work together. 
Currently tribes may participate in 

the Forestry Incentives and Forest 

Stewardship programs under sections 4 

through 6 of the Cooperative Forestry 

Assistance Act. These programs pro-

vide assistance to private landowners 

in order to keep their forest land 

healthy and viable. However, the pro-

grams are designed for cooperation 

with State governments and do not ap-

propriately take into account the gov-

ernment-to-government and trust rela-

tionships that tribes have with the 

Federal Government. Also, there is 

general lack of understanding among 

tribes and Forest Service personnel re-

garding how the existing cooperative 

assistance programs would extend to 

individual Indians with land held in 

trust. As a result, tribes and individual 

American Indian and Native Alaskan 

landowners seldom participate in the 

programs.
In October 1999, the Chief of the For-

est Service established a National 

Tribal Relations Task Force to study 

tribal involvement in the management 

of both Forest Service and Indian-held 

lands. The Task Force included rep-

resentatives from the Forest Service, 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs, BIA, and 

the Intertribal Timber Council. The 

Task Force found that, indeed, cooper-

ative forestry programs that specifi-

cally work with tribal communities are 

greatly in need in order to establish eq-

uity in forestry assistance and to fulfill 

stewardship responsibilities towards 

the management of forestry lands held 

in trust. 
This legislation responds to the need 

to improve tribal-Forest Service co-

ordination by allowing the Secretary of 

the Department of Agriculture to pro-

vide financial, technical, and edu-

cational assistance for coordination on 

shared land, land under the jurisdiction 

of Indian tribes, and Forest Service 

land to which tribes may have inter-

ests and rights. 
The Task Force similarly found, and 

I quote directly from the report, that 

‘‘the current Forest Service tribal rela-

tions program lacks the infrastructure 

and support necessary to ensure high 

quality interactions across programs 

with Indian Tribes on a government-to- 

government basis.’’ My colleagues and 

I would like to improve the Forest 

Service’s ability to interact effectively 

with tribes by adding an Office of Trib-

al Relations within the Forest Service 

to be headed by a Director appointed 

by the Chief of the Forest Service. 
This office will be responsible for the 

oversight of all programs and policies 

relating to tribes. This legislation out-

lines that it would be the duty of the 

Office of Tribal Relations to consult 

with tribal governments, monitor and 

evaluate the relations between tribal 

governments and the Forest Service, 

and coordinate matters affecting tribes 

in a way that is comprehensive and re-

sponsive to tribal needs. This office 

will also cooperate with the other 

agencies of the Department of Agri-

culture, the Department of Interior, 

and the Environmental Protection 

Agency.

It is important that the Forest Serv-

ice be able to effectively work with 

tribal communities. At this point, we 

know from the Forest Service, the BIA, 

and the Intertribal Timber Council 

that the Forest Service lacks the pro-

grammatic structure to be able to ac-

commodate and effectively work with 

tribes and those holding trust lands 

due to their unique legal and organiza-

tional status. As an arm of the Federal 

Government, the Forest Service must 

uphold the trust responsibilities we 

have towards tribes. I believe that we 

have a duty, to tribes and to our for-

ests, to respond to tribes’ expressed de-

sire for assistance with forest resource 

planning, management, and conserva-

tion with this legislation. I would like 

to thank Senator DASCHLE, Senator 

BAUCUS, and Senator WELLSTONE for

their support, and I urge the rest of my 

colleagues to support these amend-

ments as well. 

Mr. DASCHLE. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk will 

call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 

the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask consent that the 

Senate now proceed to morning busi-

ness, with Senators permitted to speak 

for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE NEED TO PASS MTBE 

LEGISLATION

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 

President, I would like to engage the 

majority leader in a colloquy. As the 

majority leader knows, I have been 

working for nearly two years on legis-

lation to deal with the numerous prob-

lems associated with the gasoline addi-

tive MTBE. The use of MTBE as a fuel 

additive grew tremendously starting 

with the Clean Air Act’s reformulated 

gasoline program that was imple-

mented in 1995. Today, MTBE makes up 

approximately 3 percent of the total 

national fuel market. 

Unfortunately, when leaked or 

spilled into the environment, MTBE 

can cause serious drinking water qual-

ity problems. MTBE moves quickly 

through land and water without break-

ing down. Small amounts of MTBE can 

render water supplies undrinkable. 

This contamination is persistent 

throughout the nation, and New Hamp-

shire is certainly a State that has been 
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